
Dear Superintendents and Principals 

I’m sending this to NDCEL member Superintendents and Principals so you can engage in 
dialogue in your building.  The work of school officials is often difficult, recent events 
surrounding COVID-19 further affirm the importance of our work.  NDCEL in response to the 
rapidly changing events surrounding COVID-19 is sending out this response guide today to our 
school leaders to help you manage the challenges of this event.  NDCEL has been working with 
the NDDoH, NDDPI, NDUS, the Governor’s Office, and other state agencies to address the 
questions and concerns raised by our members.  NDDPI just sent out an update indicating that 
work goes on as we speak and we are grateful for that communication and for that provided by 
the Governor’s office. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

General Information about COVID-19 & Response 
 
Reported illnesses have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness and death for confirmed 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases. The following symptoms may appear 2-14 days 
after exposure. 

● Fever 
● Cough 
● Shortness of breath 

School leaders the best place to monitor guidance on how to respond to COVID-19 can be 
found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-
schools.html 

Assessing the Risk 
 
If schools have a student or staff member who tests positive for coronavirus, school 
administrators should work with the NDDoH and their local health officials to determine what 
actions are needed to mitigate and contain the spread of the virus.  As outlined by Governor 
Burgum today, the following definitions are being used to describe the risk levels in each of our 
communities.  The three risk levels are: 

● Low Risk - Threshold 1 means unmitigated or uncontained community transmission of 
coronavirus is occurring elsewhere, but there may not be evidence of significant 
community transmission in North Dakota yet. At this level, authorities should consider 
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initiating minimally restrictive, or burdensome, but effective mitigation measures. 
Additionally, authorities should consider canceling or postponing events where a 
substantive number of attendees are from high-risk locations or high-risk populations. 

● Moderate risk - Threshold 2 is defined as unmitigated or uncontained community 
transmission of coronavirus occurring in at least one geographic jurisdiction within the 
state. At this level, authorities should consider canceling or rescheduling events if 
located within the area that has community transmission of the disease or if a large 
number of attendees are anticipated to come from these impacted areas. Consider 
alternative attendance options such as web-based, televised only or remote attendance. 

● High Risk - Threshold 3 means there is widespread community transmission of 
coronavirus within North Dakota. At this level, authorities should cancel or postpone all 
events that involve the potential for disease transmission and cannot accommodate 
alternative attendance options. 

 
School officials are being asked to work with community partners and NDDoH to continually 
evaluate and assess actions in their community.  School administrators should be aware of the 
NDDoH risk level for their communities and monitor it closely.  
 
 
School Closures 
 
At this time, there has been no guidance to close schools across the state.  School closures 
have significant negative impacts on our communities.  Factors affecting K-12 schools are 
uniquely different than other community institutions.  K-12 schools should consider that: 

● Children are not known to get seriously ill from COVID-19 
● Closing schools may not be effective because some children may congregate anyway, 

at other locations.   
● Many parents, such as healthcare workers, need to be at work. If these critical workers 

stay home with children it causes significant impacts on the healthcare system and other 
institutions that are essential for our community to function 

● If schools close, some children might have to stay home with alternative caregivers, 
such as elders, who are more vulnerable 

● We don't know how effective children are in spreading this disease 

The CDC has provided schools with a decision making flowchart to help school leaders decide 
when to close school.  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/considerations-
for-school-closure.pdf   

Based on current information and discussion with state officials, the decision to cancel school or 
events is a local decision.  Yet, we know that due to the rapidly changing events this could 
change in the future.   However, this does not mean that it should be made without consultation 
or advice from local health officials and the NDDoH.  NDCEL affirms what the CDC mentions on 
their website in that schools and school officials, working together with local health departments 
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have an important role in slowing the spread of diseases and protecting vulnerable students and 
staff, to help ensure students have safe and healthy learning environments. 
 
Additional Resources 
 
The NDDoH Hotline number is 1-866-207-2880.   The NDDoH website will also provide 
information in regard to the number of pending and confirmed cases in your area. 

●  CDC: Coronavirus 
● CDC: Prevent the Flu 
● https://www.health.nd.gov/diseases-conditions/coronavirus 

 
Sample Parent Letters 

Kindred - http://www.kindred.k12.nd.us/files/2020/03/Kindred-Response-to-COVID-
031320-944am.pdf 
Mandan - https://www.facebook.com/mandanschools/posts/2859451420810232 

 
 
Thank you & Further Considerations 
 
NDCEL wants to thank each of you for the leadership you have been providing your schools 
and communities during these stressful times.  Your leadership, professionalism, and dedication 
are surely appreciated by your communities.  Please keep sending your questions to Dr. Copas 
and working with your fellow colleagues.  The NDCEL office, working with all our membership, 
will continue to provide updates and guidance as we have it.    
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